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	People or Groups with More Power
	People or Groups with Less Power
	Things Students do to Gain Power

	



	
	

	



	
	

	



	
	

	



	
	

	



	
	




Are there any themes that connect to these people or groups? 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________


Look at the social divisions in our school. What works? What is unfair and needs to be changed? What could be done to improve these conditions?

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________
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What is a “Social Commentary”?

A Social Commentary expresses an opinion on the nature of a given society. Generally,
these commentaries reveal a desire to implement a change which promotes justice or
well-being for the greater community. In Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck explores a
number of themes [a main idea or unifying subject that can be found throughout your
reading] which help develop our understanding of a larger social commentary. As you
read, be careful to pay attention to points in the story where Steinbeck makes references
to: friendship, gender, the “American Dream”, physical or mental disabilities, race, and
money.
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Social Capital in School

Authors very often write social commentaries based upon their own life experiences.
Your immediate community is comprised of your home, your neighborhood, and your
school. Inside the school, there is a mini-culture that is student created. Very often,
your teachers and other aduits find that they are ‘on the outside’ of this mini-culture. As
students, you experience social conditions which we are not privy to. What are some of
the social norms of your student culture? That is, how is student culture organized?
‘What groups of students have the most influence in your school? Which students seem to
have less influence in your school? What does a person have to do to gain a position of
influence in your school? Take a few minutes to make three lists. Under each category,
list as many people that you can which fit. For example, under “Have Influence”, you
might list “honors students” or “extremely tall people”. For “Have Less Influence”,
you’d want to list people that don’t seem to have as much cultural capital (social
influence). Under the last column list ways that you see other students, including
yourself, gain social capital. How do kids gain influence or power over other kids?




